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Annual Report 2017-18 
 
This report describes the main activities of Windlesham Parish Council     
during 2017-18 and also gives details about the services provided by the 
Council. 

Windlesham Parish consists of the 3 villages of Bagshot, Lightwater and 
Windlesham and lies to the east of the town of Camberley in the Borough of 
Surrey Heath. 
 
There are approximately 13,300 electors in the Parish with Lightwater the 
largest village, followed by Bagshot and then Windlesham - which is the 
most rural part of the Parish and set within the Green Belt. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Windlesham Parish Council is one of the oldest parish councils in England, 

originally established in 1894 with the passing of the Local Government Act, 

which took the administration of the Parish out of the hands of the Church 

(at the time Lightwater was primarily heathland and Bagshot residents had 

to travel to the only church in the parish - St John the Baptist - so the parish 

is called Windlesham).  

 

The main areas of the Council’s work are covered by 3 Committees: 

 
 Finance & General Purpose 
 Civic Recreation & Amenities 
 Planning 
 
Full Council meets on the last Tuesday of the month (except for August and 
December) with the Committees meeting regularly.  

A full schedule of meetings can be found at:  

https://www.windleshampc.gov.uk 

https://www.windleshampc.gov.uk


 
 
 
 

 

Parish Councillors: 18 councillors represent the 3 villages in the Parish with 
6 members elected in each village every 4 years. Our current  Councillors 
have one more year to serve in the current 4 year term, with elections due in 
May 2019. 
 
 

Bagshot Ward:     Lightwater Wards (East & West): 
 
Cllr Abu Bakar - 07753 234596   Cllr Surinder Gandhum – 01276 472117    
Cllr Nick Chambers  – 07799 037871  Cllr Christine Hartshorn – 01276 474694  
Cllr Paul Cowlishaw – 01276 471675  Cllr Rebecca Jennings-Evans – 07973 549673 
Cllr Colin Manley – 07808 369205  Cllr Katia Malcaus-Cooper – 07767 455718 
Cllr Geoff Marston – 01276 476992  Cllr David Yu – 01276 780005 
Cllr Ursula Trentham – 07810 656244 Cllr Jarmila Halovsky-Yu – 01276 471675 
 
Windlesham Ward: 
 
Cllr Mike Goodman  - 01276 471675     
Cllr Barry Stacey – 07554 019591  
Cllr Valerie White – 01276 479233  
Cllr Conrad Sturt – 01276 473329 
Cllr Nick Buck – 01276 471675 
Cllr Rob Reynolds – 01276 471675 

 
The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Chairmen of the various Committees are 
elected annually in May.  During 2017-18 the following Councillors held   
chairmanships: 
 
Chairman        Vice Chairman 
Cllr. Rebecca Jennings-Evans    Cllr. Rob Reynolds 
Civic Amenities & Recreation Committee Planning Committee 
Cllr. David Yu        Cllr. Barry Stacey    
Finance & General Purpose Committee 
Cllr. Abu Bakar 

 
 Council Officers 

 
This year the Clerk has studied to achieve the CiLCA qualification. She 
passed CiLCA, earning an Exemplary Submission Award, in March. This             
allows the Council to now adopt the General Power of Competence and as  
the Clerk is formally qualified, Council can now work towards becoming a 
Quality Council.  



 
 
 
 

 

Council Facilities 
 
The Parish Council owns and manages 5 recreation grounds: 
School Lane Field and Freemantle Road in Bagshot; Lightwater 
Recreation Ground; at Windmill Field and Kings Lane in 
Windlesham. This year the Council has refurbished some of the 
play surfaces, painted equipment and generally tidied up all 5 
play areas. There are plans to start a rolling replacement                 
programme in 2018 to refresh playground equipment at all sites.  
 
We grant free of charge access to Lightwater Recreation ground 
for the Lightwater Fete and Lightwater bonfire and fireworks.   
 
The Council also owns the south side of High Curley which is a 
heathland area of special scientific interest, Bagshot Chapel, 
Lightwater Memorial Gardens and numerous small open spaces 
throughout the Parish. In Surrey we are fortunate to have large 
wooded areas and this year Council undertook a full survey of 
trees it has responsibility for. Following the survey, all trees in the 
high risk category had work completed on them—crown                      
reductions, branch and deadwood removal and where necessary, 
felling.  

Cemeteries 
 
Windlesham Parish Council owns and manages three burial 
grounds. Bagshot is a closed burial ground but ashes are                  
accepted for interment at the memorial wall. Lightwater and 
Windlesham are popular choices for the final resting place of 
many residents, ex-residents and non-residents and as of the 
end of March 2018, we have managed 29 burials and 32 ashes  
interments. 

Allotments 
 
The Council provides allotments in Hook Mill Lane, Windlesham 
for more than 50 residents of the parish. With half plots becoming 
more popular, we now have 12 half plot owners and 45 full plot 
owners. 



 
 
 
 

 

Heritage 
 

In September 2017, Bagshot Chapel was once again opened to the 
public as part of Heritage Open Days and received much interest from 
the public. It will be open again in September 2018. 
 
The Council were also delighted to grant access to the Chapel for 
Bagshot Community Events to hold an informal carol service in               
December for the second year running. 
 
Unfortunately during the year the wall at the front entrance to Bagshot 
cemetery partially collapsed. Whilst the reason for the collapse was 
never established, we were very grateful to the contractors who              
completed the re-build as they managed to reclaim and re-use a large 
percentage of the original bricks, many of which were well over 100 
years old. The fence and gate are still to be replaced, but this will 
hopefully be completed over the course of 
the summer. 
 
Council also commissioned the repair of 
the Jubilee bench in Bagshot this year, 
which had fallen into disrepair.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

War Memorials and Remembrance 
 
Following the designation of  the war memorials in Lightwater and 
Windlesham last year as Grade II listed buildings, this year the war          
memorial in Bagshot has also been awarded Grade II listed status.           
Restoration work to the Bagshot memorial has been commissioned and 
will take place once the stone needed to complete a sympathetic                    
restoration is available. 
 
In the last year WWI centenaries have continued including the Battle of 
Passchendaele. Council again arranged for large poppies to be displayed 
in all 3 villages for Remembrance Day in November and  
Councillors Halovsky-Yu, Trentham and Reynolds were very pleased to 
lay wreaths on behalf of Windlesham Parish Council at the Remembrance 
services held in the villages. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 

The Community Reception 
 
The annual Community Reception recognises the important role played by 
the many volunteers within the 3 villages.  This year we were pleased to 
hold our annual community reception at The Link Building at St John’s 
Church in Windlesham in March and presented well-deserved community 
awards to: 
 
Helen Shenton—Helen is a Lightwater resident 
who has spent many hours working on the 
“Lightwater Village Improvement” scheme and with 
the support of the Parish, Borough and County 
Councils, her team of volunteers has made                
fantastic improvements.  
 
 

 
Betty Hook and Anne Mathewson-
Rowe—Betty and Anne are both      
Lightwater residents affectionatey 
known as “the Roundabout Ladies” after 
planting poppies on the roundabout, off 
of Briars Avenue. The planting has been 
added to and maintained over the last 4 
years to produce beautiful colourful    
displays of flowers.    
 
 

 
Barbara Ledger—Barbara is a Lightwater resident, who received her 
award in recognition of her volunteer work at the Camberley Alzheimer    
Café over the last 3 ½ years.  
 
Anita Quester—Anita is a Windlesham            
resident, who received her award for her     
voluntary service and commitment to Carers 
in  Surrey Heath.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

Grants 
Each year the Council sets aside a sum of money which can be given as grants to  
local groups or voluntary organisations requiring financial support.  
 
During 2017/18 the Parish Council awarded over £34,000 to suport more organisations than 
they have ever done before. Council were pleased to help the following groups: 
 
Open Spaces Maintenance Grants: 
 
Curly Park Rangers     £3,000 
Bagshot Playing Fields Association  £2,000 
Windlesham Field of Remembrance  £6,000 
Valley End Cricket Club    £10,000 
 
General Grants: 
 
Windlesham Darby & Joan – towards the cost of coach trips for their members  £800 
All Saints Lightwater – towards the cost of new curtains for hall     £2,500 
Bagshot Good Companions – towards the cost of trips for their members   £500 
Windlesham Womens Institute – towards hall costs and outside speakers   £500 
St Johns Youth Club – towards the purchase of equipment      £900 
Eikon - Bagshot youth club – to purchase new equipment      £700 
Neighbourhood Watch - towards costs of newsletter “Heathwatch”    £450 
Windlesham Society – towards cost of telephone kiosk refurbishment    £500 
Harper Asprey —to purchase a new microscope for vet facility     £450 
Bagshot Playing Fields Association—towards new playground     £6,000 

  
  

How your money is spent 

Each December, the Parish Council sets a budget for the next financial year 
which includes the amount to be raised via Council Tax (precept). 

The net budget for 2018/19  is £378,500 of which £305,511 will be collected 
through the precept as part of the overall Council Tax demand. This represents 
an increase of 1.5% on last year. Each household contributes 73p per week to 
the Parish Council’s expenditure. 

There are over 8,800 precepting parishes in England, of which Windlesham     
Parish Council is one of just 478 larger councils (i.e. with a precept over 
£250,000)  

With a precept demand of £37.76 (2018/9) per household compared to a national 
average of £104.86 for larger precepting councils (2017/18), Windlesham Parish 
Council offers  exceptional value for money.  Windlesham ranks 17th of all larger 
councils for the lowest precept demand per household in England.  

   
 



 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Trees 

This year the Council again organised 3 magnificent trees for the villages. All 
were beautifully lit and gave each village a real focal point for Christmas                    
celebrations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hanging Baskets 

Hanging baskets were again supplied to the 3 villages and provided beautiful  
displays of  dazzling colour throughout the summer months. The Council are      
always delighted to hear the lovely comments from residents about the displays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Bagshot Care Bench 

 
The Council were approached by Bagshot Care who       
had some surplus funds and wished to install a bench at   
the top of Yaverland Drive. Council agreed to fund the 
balance and purchase and install the bench for the             
benefit of                        
residents. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Work has continued on the Windlesham Neighbourhood plan this year. The                 
purpose of the Windlesham Neighbourhood Plan is to set out planning policies for 
the years up to 2028 that will ensure that the Windlesham area develops and 
grows in a way that is sustainable economically, socially and environmentally to 
enhance and improve the community.  

 

This year the Plan has undergone a public pre-submission consultation, where  
comments made were reviewed and the plan amended in light of these                     
representations. The Plan, along with its accompanying documents, were then 
sent for independent health check and the plan is now with SHBC as the Local 
Planning Authority, who are conducting their own 6-week consultation, concluding 
on May 18th.  If the Plan and process are found sound it can be sent to the                 
Inspectorate for approval, prior to a residents’ referendum being held. It is hoped 
this will take place later in the year.  

 

Thanks once again go to the volunteers of the working group, steering group and 
Parish Councillors. The Council thanks all those who have been involved and 
particularly the residents who have continued to play their part in shaping and 
supporting the Plan. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Planning 
 
The Parish Council has the power to be notified of all planning applications in its wards. 
As such, it is responsible for commenting upon all the applications and raising                   
concerns. These comments are passed to Surrey Heath Borough Council who take 
them into account when reaching planning decisions. In the last year we have reviewed 
248 planning applications. 

 

Consultation 

The Parish Council plays an important role in consulting with the public, other local      
authorities and organisations. During the last year we have raised public awareness, 
worked with other local authorities and organisations and responded to consultations on 
the following proposals: - SCC on local transport (buses), parking and plans for highway 
improvements and CRC closures - Heathrow on noise pollution - commented on the 
Runnymede Local Plan—SHBC on Christmas tree recycling for the second year and 
Boundary Commission changes and Surrey Heath Police on burglaries, fly-tipping and 
anti-social behaviour. 

Surrey County Council is responsible for highways matters and Surrey Heath Borough 
Council for planning matters and the Parish Council advises both authorities on matters 
of local interest.  

 

Visioning Projects  

In last years Annual Report, it was reported that Councillors had held a Visioning          
Workshop to decide on some projects the Council wished to undertake in the year         
2017-18.  Potential projects to be researched included:  

 

 Funding a Community Warden for the Parish Area 

 Refreshing Parish noticeboards 

 Increasing the Greenspace work undertaken by our contractors  

 Improvements to play areas 

 Christmas lights across the villages 

 Community transport (on-going research) 

 Becoming a dementia friendly Council 

 Consideration of increasing grant funding available to support a wider range of lo-
cal groups 

As well as much needed modernisation of the office phone system and heating, the            
following projects were all completed in 2017-18. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Noticeboards  

Thanks to money received from a sale of greenspace equipment               
assets, the Council replaced its noticeboards. Total cost of project 
£11,135. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highways Improvements 

Council this year have contributed to             
Highways schemes in Windlesham and             
Bagshot: 

Windlesham HGV limit - £10,000 

Windlesham – bollards on Chertsey Road - 
£2,000 

Windlesham Kennel Lane speed reduction - 
£7,250 

 

 

 Windlesham gateways - £15,000 

 Bagshot – yellow box junction at Station Road 
-  £2,000 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Playground Improvements  

The Council refreshed equipment and repaired safety surfacing at its 5 
playgrounds. The total cost of the work was £18,524. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Lightwater Improvements  

The Council has been very pleased to work with Helen Shenton and 
her team of volunteers on the Lightwater Village Improvement project 
this year. Council have provided funding, help and support to Helen to 
achieve some fantastic results.  



 
 
 
 

 

 

2018-19 Community Visioning Project 

 

Council once again held a visioning workshop early in 2018, facilitated 
byTrevor Leggo, CEO of Surrey and Sussex Association of Local 
Councils.  

Council is keen to engage with the community to develop it's future             
direction and as a starting point, produced a list of potential projects for 
Residents to comment on. 

It is important to Windlesham Parish Council that Residents have input 
into formulating our project plan. 

 

•Do the identified initiatives reflect Residents wishes? 

•How would Residents like these initiatives prioritised? 

•Share your ideas for developing your community 

 

This can be done by completing a short survey, either online or on               
paper. Details of the survey will be publicised on the Council website, 
social media and on its noticeboards.  

 

Please take this opportunity to inform the Council of your wishes for the 
Parish and villages you live in and help to formulate the Council’s           
strategy for the next 3-5 years. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Council welcomes views from residents and people working here on any    
aspect of life in the 3 villages.  

Please contact your local Councillor if you have any issues you wish to discuss. 

 

The Parish Council Offices & Chamber 
The Avenue, Lightwater, GU18 5RG. 

 
Tel: 01276 471675 

 
Email: clerk@windleshampc.gov.uk 

 
Website: www.windleshampc.gov.uk 

 

  Windlesham Parish Council 
 

 @WindleshamPC 

mailto:clerk@windleshampc.gov.uk
http://www.windleshampc.gov.uk

